
Egyptian resource pack 

Alphabetic signs 

Hieroglyph What it shows Value 

 
Vulture 3 

 
Reed leaf i 

 
Arm c 

 
Quail chick, spiral w 

 
Leg b 

 
Stool p 

 
Horned viper f 

 Owl, hand with loaf 

 

m 

 
Wave n 

 
Mouth r 

 
Plan of a house h 

 
Twisted wick ḥ 

 
Unclear – sieve? ḫ 

 
Animal tail and body h̠ 

 
Door bolt s, z  

 
Folded cloth s 

 
Pool š 

 
Hill q 

 
Basket with handle k 

 
Jar stand g 

 
Bread loaf t 

 
Animal tethering rope t̠ 

 
Hand d 

 
Snake d̠ 

 

, 

, 



Some common biliteral signs 

Hieroglyph What it shows Value 

 
Animal backbone 3w 

 
Walking legs iw 

 
Eye ir 

 
Wood column c3 

 
Cormorant cq 

 
Desert hare wn 

 
Forktailed sparrow wr 

 
Simple house plan pr 

 
Milk jug mi 

 
Water ripples mw 

 
Game board mn 

 
Pyramid mr 

 
Fox skins tied together ms 

 Staff md 

 
Pot nw 

 
Basket nb 

 
Guinea fowl nḥ 

 
Sun disk rc 

 
Crouching lion rw, l 

 
Face ḥr 

 
Duck s3 

 
Sedge plant sw 

 
Scribal apparatus sš 

 
Ibis gm 

 
Land t3 

 
Head tp 

 

 



Some common triliteral signs 

Hieroglyph What it shows Value 

 
Sun over horizon 3ḫt 

 
Sandal strap cnḫ 

 
Sun with rays wbn 

 
Jackal head on pole wsr 

 
Vulture mwt 

 
Heart and windpipe nfr 

 
Flag on pole nt̠r 

 
Bread loaf on mat ḥtp 

 
Scarab beetle ḫpr 

 
Cow’s ear sd̠m 

 
Flamingo dšr 

 

Some common determinatives 

Hieroglyph Association with… 

 Man 

 
Woman 

 
God 

 
Cat 

 Dog 

 Document 

 Ground 

 Land 

 
Desert, foreign land 

 Water (same as 

biliteral) 

 
Watercourse, canal 

For more signs (hyperlink): 

http://web.ff.cuni.cz/ustavy/egyptologie/pdf/Gardiner_signlist.pdf 

To test yourself online (hyperlink): http://planzero.org/egyptian/flashcards/ 

, 

http://web.ff.cuni.cz/ustavy/egyptologie/pdf/Gardiner_signlist.pdf
http://planzero.org/egyptian/flashcards/


 

Word list 

Word Transliteration Translation 

 
3ḫt Horizon 

 
iw (Marks main clause) 

 
iw Go 

 
itrw River 

 
idb (River)bank 

 
c3 Great 

 
wbn Shine 

 
pn This 

 
pr House 

 
M In 

 
miw Cat 

 
mwt Mother 

 
mr Pyramid 



 
mk Look (marks main 

clause) 

 
mdt Word 

 
n Of 

 
nb Every 

 
nb Lord 

 
nfr Fine 

 
nḥḥ Eternity 

 
nsw (not read as swtn) King 

 
nt̠r God 

 
r To (directional) 

 
r-pr Temple 

 
rc Sun 

 
rmt̠ People 

 
rḫ Know 

 
ḥnc With 

 
ḥr On 



 
s Man 

 
s.t Woman 

 
s3.t Daughter 

 
sš Scribe 

 
sš Document 

 
sd̠m Hear 

 
t3 Land 

 
t̠sm Dog 

 
dšrt Desert 

 
d̠d Speak 

Endings for nouns and adjectives 

 Masculine Feminine 

Singular - -t 

Plural -w -wt 

Past tense 

sd̠m s (The man hears) → sd̠m.n s (The man heard) 



Non-verbal sentence structure 

Particle + Subject + Adverbial 

 

 

Verbal sentence structure 

Particle + Verb + Subject + Object + Adverbial 

 

 

Additional resources 

Free-download software to type hieroglyphs (hyperlink): 

https://jsesh.qenherkhopeshef.org/ 

Free-download transliteration font (hyperlink): 

http://wwwuser.gwdg.de/~lingaeg/lingaeg-stylesheet.htm 

Further reading (in increasing order of complexity!) 

Bill Manley, 2012. Egyptian Hieroglyphs for Complete Beginners. London: 

Thames & Hudson. 

James E. Hoch, 1997. Middle Egyptian Grammar. Mississauga: Benben. 

James P. Allen, 2010 Middle Egyptian (2nd Edn).  Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

iw s m pr 

iw sd̠m s t̠sm m pr 
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